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PARK NAMES AND LOCATIONS

DEVELOPED PARKS

1.   BECK LAKE PARK
2.   CIRCLE DRIVE PARK
3.  CITY PARK
4.  DACKEN PARK
5. DON LITTLE PARK
6. E. SHERIDAN SOFTBALL COMPLEX
7. GLENDALE PARK
8. GREYBULL HILL 
9. HIGHLAND MANOR PARK 
10. HORSESHOE PARK
11. HUGH SMITH PARK
12. MAIN STREET TREES
13. MEADOWBROOK PARK
14. MENTOCK PARK
15. NIELSON PARK
16. 19TH STREET ROCK GARDEN
17. PARK COUNTY EQUESTRIAN PARK
18. PAUL STOCK NATURE TRAIL
19. PAUL STOCK PARK
20. RIVERVIEW PARK
21. SHOSHONE RIVERWAY PARK
22. SHOSHONE RIVERWAY TRAIL
23. VALLEY VIEW PARK
24. VIETNAM MEMORIAL

DEEDED OPEN SPACE 

25. CHUGWATER RIMS SUBDIVISION
26. COUNTRY ESTATES SUBDIVISION
27. QUAD OPEN SPACE COMPONENT
28. SHADOW MT. SUBDIVISION
29. SPIRIT MOUNTAIN SUBDIVISION
30. WASTE TREATMENT CENTER
31. AIRPORT VIEWING AREA
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According to National Recreation and Parks Association recommendations, Cody Wyoming with a population of  8,835 should have approximately 105 acres
of  open space distributed among six categories which include playlots, neighborhood playgrounds, neighborhood parks, community playfields, major
community parks and urban green spaces. The City currently has over 405 acres of  developed park land covering all of  the categories listed. 
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BECK LAKE PARK - Major Community Park 
Acres Developed: 150

SUMMARY & RECOMMENDATIONS

The Beck Lake Trail System is an important precedent as a type of
park for the City of Cody. While most City parks include large turf
areas, annual planting beds and assorted play equipment, Beck Lake
Park uses mostly native plantings, simple pathways and limited site
furnishings. Benches, garbage cans and mutt mitt dispensers provide
needed amenities along the paths while picnic tables, bar-b-que pits,
and a gazebo help make a comfortable place to gather.

The Lions Club Braille Trail also provides special features including
textured pavements and signage for the visually impaired so that they
too enjoy the beauty of the natural eco-system.
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CIRCLE DRIVE PARK- Urban Green Space
Acres Developed: 2.0

Summary & Recommendations

Circle Drive Park is not a park that people commonly occupy. It is
intended to beautify 16th Street and provide a buffer between the
main road and the Nielson Addition Subdivision. It has an irrigated
turf lawn and small ornamental flowering trees. While it provides an
attractive green streetscape for 16th street, the turf lawn uses a great
deal of water. Drought tolerant ground covers should be considered
for future plantings.
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CITY PARK - Major Community Park
Acres Developed: 2.75
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Summary & Recommendations

City Park is bordered by Cody High School to the North and Sheridan Avenue to
the South. Mature plantings include many large cottonwood trees that provide
dense shade from summer sun. Equipped with a full irrigation system, the park
supports a turf surface as well as scattered planting beds. Because of its
convenient downtown location, the park provides a convenient place for
residents, tourists and students to congregate.
The park also contains many of the amenities common in major community
parks including play equipment, benches, trash receptacles, bar-b-que grills and
tables. In addition the park has a miniature golf course, tennis courts,
monuments and a picnic shelter.
While the band shell is often used by high school students as a hangout, it has
also provided a location for such organizations as Shakespeare in the Park to
perform. Because of the increased popularity of this and other arts programs
there is growing concern that this venue may have become too small.
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DACKEN PARK - Neighborhood Park
Acres Developed: 3.3

Summary & Recommendations

Dacken Park is filled with large beautiful shade trees. The mature
elms that surround the park make it unique among parks of similar
size. The park contains a wide array of play equipment, picnic space,
shelters and places to park your bike. The size, amenities, design and
location make Dacken a very appealing park.
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DON LITTLE PARK- Neighborhood Park
Acres Developed: 1.88

Summary & Recommendations

Don Little Park is typical of the type of open space that has been
developed over the past 15 years in Cody. It consists mainly of a large
turf grass open space. There are young trees surrounding the lawn
with a few pieces of equipment including, a play structure, a
basketball court, a picnic shelter and tables. Don Little provides a
convenient place for the neighborhood children to play.
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EAST SHERIDAN SOFTBALL COMPLEX- Community Playfield
Acres Developed: 15

Summary & Recommendations

The East Sheridan Softball Complex is very popular for both the local
and regional communities. It provides fields for leagues, ample
parking, scoreboard, and restrooms. Additional shade trees could be
added to improve the area around the parking lot. A pathway
connection is recommended from local schools to the ball fields as
the new pathways are developed.
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GLENDALE PARK - Neighborhood Park
Acres Developed: 5.75

Summary & Recommendations

Glendale Park is located between the Quad and Beck Lake Park. The
park encompasses an entire city block and includes a broad array of
recreational amenities including playground equipment, tennis courts,
a baseball field, a soccer field, a picnic shelter and seating. Because
of its size it comfortably accommodates all of these features. As the
pathway system is developed along one side of the park, Glendale will
provide a destination as well as a place to rest.
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GREYBULL HILL - Urban Greenspace
Acres Developed: 2.0

Summary & Recommendations

The Greybull Hill is an urban green space maintained by the City
Parks Department. The site contains a few small trees with a light
canopy, a few pines and a large number of juniper and potentilla
bushes. The shrubbery is surrounded by turf. If these shrubs are not
pruned and/or additional plants are added, less maintenance will be
necessary. Planting of xeriscape ground cover in place of turf grass
could further reduce water use and maintenance.
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HIGHLAND MANOR PARK - Neighborhood Park
Acres Developed: 2.4

Summary & Recommendations

Highland Manor Park is very popular in part because it has play
equipment and tennis courts next to one another so that parents can
exercise at the same time as their kids. Like many city parks it has a
picnic shelter and other picnic facilities as well as a basketball court.
It is located on a site with varied topography making it unique among
parks of the same size.
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HORSESHOE PARK - Playlot
Acres Developed: 0.15 

Summary & Recommendations

Horseshoe Park is a very small plot of land with a swing set, picnic
table, a couple of trees and a flower bed. The park is popular among
the residents of the local subdivision but is dangerous to access from
outside of the development. The park creates an attractive nuisance
and should be turned in to an urban green space in the near future.
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HUGH SMITH PARK & RECREATION AREA - Community
Playfield/Neighborhood Playground
Acres Developed: 15
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Summary & Recommendations

The Hugh Smith Park is located above the Shoshone River on the
northern end of town. The large site serves the needs of the
community as well as the region with baseball diamonds, horseshoe
pits, picnic facilities and play equipment. The park is very popular and
is often reserved for special events. The Park is connected to the new
river pathway system developed along the banks of the Shoshone
River.
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MEADOWBROOK PARK - Neighborhood Park
Acres Developed: 1.0 Acre

Summary & Recommendations

Meadowbrook Park is a small park located off of 16th street in the
Meadowbrook subdivision. The park’s location in the center of the
subdivision make it seem exclusive to outsiders. In addition, the close
proximity to Dacken Park creates redundancy of user groups. Such
inefficiency should be avoided in the future by increasing the distance
between similar park types.
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MENTOCK PARK - Neighborhood Playground
Acres Developed: 10.0

Summary & Recommendations

Mentock Park is large enough to be a destination for many age
groups. It has play equipment for small kids. Playing fields for larger
children as well as benches and restrooms for spectators. There is a
picnic shelter and bar-b-que for cook outs. Mentock is also located in
close proximity to an area where many senior citizens live. The park is
also the site of a proposed skateboard park.

Proposed pathways should be developed along the north side of the
Park to provide access for young and old alike.
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NIELSON PARK - Neighborhood Playground
Acres Developed: 2.25

Summary & Recommendations

Nielson Park is central to the Nielson Addition Subdivision. It has
many of the amenities typical of a park its size including, play
equipment, a basketball court, benches and picnic facilities. While it
has many amenities, there is little to bring someone from outside the
neighborhood to this park.
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19th STREET ROCK GARDEN - Urban Greenspace
Acres Developed: 0.10

Summary & Recommendations

The Rock Garden on 19th Street, while not occupiable provides a
pleasant amenity for the neighboring community. Installation of
native ground cover in place of turf grass could help reduce
maintenance costs & water use in the long run.
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Summary & Recommendations

The park provides a public place for people to bring their horses to
train for ring type riding & roping. There are two fenced corrals with a
loose soil surface and barrels. There is ample area for parking horse
trailers. The future of development of the pathways program could
connect this area to a greater trail system including connection
through Beck Lake Park to the neighboring BLM lands and river trails.

B
LA

C
K

 H
IL

L 
R

O
A

D

US HIGHWAY 14,16,20

65

C O D Y  P A R K S &  P A T H W A Y S  

PARK COUNTY EQUESTRIAN PARK - Community Playfield
Acres Developed: 7.36



PAUL STOCK NATURE TRAIL - Urban Greenspace
Acres Developed: N/A

Summary & Recommendations

The Paul Stock Nature Trail is a very well used part of the Cody Park
System. It has very simple gravel paths, benches at key viewing points
and a pit toilet. It is actively used by hikers, dog walkers and joggers.
The trail’s success speaks to the need for a variety of park and trail
types to serve needs of Cody’s diverse and growing community.
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PAUL STOCK PARK - Major Community Park
Acres Developed: 1.5

Summary & Recommendations

The Paul Stock Park is located adjacent to City Park in downtown
Cody. It includes a fenced tennis court with bleachers. Benches are
shaded by mature broad leafed trees and complemented by well
established shrubbery. The park provides a place for residents and
tourists alike. Because of its location next to the Cody Chamber of
Commerce, it is often among the first places that tourists are likely to
stop.

The Chamber of Commerce would be an ideal place for users to
obtain maps of trails and learn more about the way finding markers,
park amenities and potential loop trails.SHERIDAN AVENUE

BECK AVENUE
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RIVER VIEW PARK - Neighborhood Park
Acres Developed: 1.27

Summary & Recommendations

River View Park is a newly developed park. It contains some recently
planted trees, a full irrigation system for a turf lawn, and signage. At
this point there is no recreational equipment at the Park. Water use
could be reduced by adding more native vegetation in place of turf
and/or drought tolerant species of grasses.
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SHOSHONE RIVERWAY TRAIL ACCESS -Urban
Greenspace 
Acres Developed: 2.98

Summary & Recommendations

Shoshone Riverway Park provides a boat ramp for access to the
Shoshone River. There is ample room for parking of trucks and trailers
and there are toilet facilities. Restoration landscape along the bank of
the new access road is recommended. The Park is located at the trail
head of the Shoshone riverway trail. Benches should be added at the
trail connection and additional signage is needed.
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Shoshone Riverway Trail is currently under development runs along
the edge of the Shoshone just below Hugh Smith Park. The trail
includes an entrance sign as well as 1.3 miles of recycled asphalt
trail. As future portions of the trail are developed, we recommend the
use of more environmentally sensitive paving materials through this
important wetland.
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VALLEY VIEW PARK - Neighborhood Playground
Acres Developed: 1.0 

Summary & Recommendations

Valley View Park is named for the subdivision in which it sits. The park is
reached by travelling on the South Fork Highway and taking a right at the
first subdivision. It is relatively small but contains play equipment for
young children and picnic facilities. Because it can only be reached by
busy thoroughfares, it is currently used mainly by the surrounding
subdivisions. As pathway connections are developed across sulfur creek,
this park may get more visitors from the other parts of the City.
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VIETNAM MEMORIAL - Urban Greenspace
Acres Developed: 1.0

MOUNTAIN VIEW ROAD
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Summary & Recommendations

The Vietnam Memorial is located adjacent to the Cody Airport and
National Guard Station along the State Highway artery to the city. The
site has ample parking, seating and picturesque plantings. Ideally in
the future the memorial should be connected to the overall pathways
system so that visitors need not arrive by car.
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CHUGWATER RIMS SUBDIVISION - Deeded Open Space
Acres to be developed: 4.41

Summary & Recommendations

This area while large enough to be a developed as a community park,
Cody has met the need for this type of open space. There are more
urgent needs for linear parks that join into the larger pathway system.
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COUNTRY ESTATES SUBDIVISION - Deeded Open Space
Acres to be Developed: 3.65

Summary & Recommendations

Future parks should be created to meet the needs a greater Cody
Community. Linear parks that are part of a pathway system, parks
with unique features that draw additional users, and land that is set
aside as undeveloped open space with native plantings should be
encouraged.
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QUAD OPEN SPACE -  Deeded Open Space
Acres Developed: + 8 Acres

Summary & Recommendations

The open space is located adjacent to the Paul Stock Aquatic &
Recreation Center and the Victor J. Riley Ice Arena and Community
Events Center. In a preliminary design prepared on a pro-bono basis
by Rogers Marvel Architects a palate of native Wyoming plant species
are organized across the site, as they would grow in the wild. The
tapestry of plantings highlights the significance of water use in the
arid West and proposes a plan to use this precious resource
responsibly.

While the future park could serve an educational role, it could also
provide important pedestrian connections to Beck Lake Park, the
Shoshone River Trails, and the Paul Stock Nature Trail. Mapping of
the space in relation to civic, cultural and recreational amenities
helped determine the enormous potential for a series of pedestrian
and bicycle trails around the City.

In addition the proposed design suggests the development of a large
amphitheater to house the increasingly popular Shakespeare in the
Park among other events.

As a potential hybrid of NRPA park types this space could serve
neighborhood needs as well as the needs of the greater regional
community.

ALGER AVENUE

1
3
T

H
 S

T
R

E
E

T

STAMPEDE AVENUE



SHADOW MOUNTAIN SUBDIVISION- Deeded Open Space
Acres Developed: 1.75

Summary & Recommendations

The southern end of the subdivision has been designated as deeded
open space due to the high water table. By creating a park trail hybrid
the developer would gain important buildable land elsewhere in the
subdivision and the greater Cody community would gain an important
link in the developing pathway system.
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SPIRIT MOUNTAIN SUBDIVISION- Deeded Open Space
Acres to be Developed: 1.0

Summary & Recommendations

The depression formed by an old hot spring that occupied the site,
makes the deeded open space at Spirit Mountain Subdivision a truly
unique opportunity. Any attempt to install traditional play equipment,
picnic facilities or basket ball courts would alter the beauty of the
natural geomorphology. This site should be developed with native
plantings, paths and perhaps some seating.
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WASTE TREATMENT CENTER- Deeded Open Space
Acres Developed:N/A

C O D Y  P A R K S &  P A T H W A Y S  
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The area could be developed with signage that describes how waste
water is treated and recycled by the city. The state of the art lagoons
use technology that limits odors and unsightly conditions and could  be
highlighted in educational materials available on site. This area would
not be developed as a park but as a stop along the trail system.


